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On the death of CHR chair Chito Gascon
The Aktionsbündnis Menschenrechte – Philippinen (AMP) mourns the death of Commission on Human
Rights chairperson Jose Luis Martin “Chito” Gascon who died last Saturday, October 9, 2021, due to COVID19. We express our condolences to his family, friends, and colleagues.
Chito Gascon was a dedicated human rights activist and former student leader at the University of the
Philippines (UP) during Martial Law, where he participated in organizing the youth and marched against the
dictatorship of Ferdinand Marcos. He was the student council chairperson in 1985. After the 1986 People
Power Revolution, Gascon was the youngest member of the Constitutional Commission that drafted the
1987 Philippine Constitution. He later proceeded to different political positions, which sum up to three
decades of dedicated human rights work under several administrations.
In 2019 the AMP invited Chito Gascon as a speaker to the AMP conference on Human Rights and the Rule
of Law in Germany. The AMP knew him as articulate, empathic, and firm in his service for human rights.
Under the Duterte administration he and his colleagues at the Commission of Human Rights had to endure
a rising amount of pressure and threats against their mandated work. Despite countless verbal attacks
against his person and the Commission, Gascon continued to criticise the government’s so-called war on
drugs and stood with the victims.
With Chito Gascon’s death, the Philippines and the human rights community lost a courageous human
rights defender at a crucial time, where the human rights situation in the Philippines is worsening, elections
are coming up and the international human rights institutions try to respond adequately to the human
rights violations in the Philippines.
The AMP stands in solidarity with the Philippine people, civil society organizations and human rights
defenders in the Philippines and firmly believes, that the legacy of Chito Gascon will be fulfilled by his
colleagues at the CHR.

The Aktionsbündnis Menschenrechte – Philippinen (AMP – Action Network Human Rights - Philippines) is an initiative
of seven major German church-based agencies and human rights organizations to promote advocacy and information
work in Germany and the EU regarding the human rights situation in the Philippines. Member Organizations of the
AMP are Amnesty International Germany, Bread for the World, International Peace Observers Network (IPON),
MISEREOR, Missio Munich, philippinenbüro e.V., and the United Evangelical Mission (UEM).The main focus of the
network lies on the core human rights issues of extrajudicial killings, enforced disappearances, and fabricated charges
against political activists.

